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1 riie Parliamentary Activity of the Social- 
hiriiocratic Group in the German Reichstag. 

The report we submitted in 1907 to the International 
< Mii|Mcss at Stuttgart was written under the impression 
Ihiil a change in the pohtics of the German Empire 
wniikl soon take place. Prince Bijlow, the then 
llmnccllor, desired to try the poh"cy of combination. 
Mr dissolved the Reichstag in 1906 and had, according 
In (lis own opinions, obtained a success in the elections 
Mr loimd that the Conservatives, National-Liberals and 
l^idicals were ready to form a "block" or combination 
nl parties. The majority of this block, which consisted 
(»l /06 members, were Conservative and National- 
I Ihnal Agrarians. The Agrarians, however, were not 
HI all willing to sacrifice any of their principles (which 
WiMv horn of purely egotistical motives) either for the 
■'•Ir of reputation, or for an individual statesman. 
Tliru'lore the only policy which would possibly be 
pill sued by this block would be such as has hitherto 
hiM-ii followed by the Conservatives and Centre. 
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The only persons placed in a favourable situatio^ 
were the "Junkers". They formed the majority of th^ 
"block" and therefore were in a position to deman^ 
that a policy according to their views should b^ 
pursued. 

If the Liberals could be induced to assist ir 
creating a majority for Conservative motions, all wouU 
be well. If, however, the Liberals would refuse, the 
"Junkers" would still have at their disposal the vote 
of the Centre and the Polish members. 

The Centre tries, in the industrial districts, to make 
out that it is their first and principal task to safeguard 
the rights of the Catholic Church. This party, in fact! 
uses all the means at the disposal of the Church for 
their agitation purposes. The few industrial constitu-^ 
encies and the votes of the workers are merely used 
as a pretext to veil the policy of agrarian interests. 
The centre decides always in favour of the landlords 
in such cases where antagonism between the interests 
of agrarians and manufacturers, and between workers^ 
and landlords exists. This is quite natural because] 
the Centre polls more than half of its votes in urban' 
districts, viz., in districts of less than 2 000 inhabitants 
and, among the 105 constituencies represented by 
members of the Centre, there are scarcely one dozen 
where industrial interests prevail. The attitude of the 
Centre depends on the programme of the Unions of 
Christian Peasants, which stand under the leadership 
of Graf von S^^ee. These Unions try to compete with 
a Federation of Peasants which has been formed for 
Northern Germany, by upholding the most exaggerated 
demands. 
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The Junkers were thus able to look forward with 
•m fasy mind to the development of things. The 
J»hKk" policy therefore was handled in the legislature 
"»'1\ as long as such matters which did not hurt the 
tol.ML'sts of their class were handled, for instance, the 
^•'1'' of the Budget, the new Association law, a revision 
"t (iic Bank laws and so forth. Biilow had also 
"•..►Ived to keep out of this discussion all questions 
^^Ihii- no unity between Conservatives and Liberals 
^^■•■ (o be expected. The real conditions, however, 
"" l.ir more powerful than the will of the ministers. 
IImu- are a good many questions that cannot be put 
'tMilr at will. 

Tliere was much political agitation, when on 
"'I ^^sni, 1908, the -Daily Telegraph" published an 
•Hi. , view of the Emperor Wilhelm 11 with an Englishman. 
\..<)i(ling to this article, the Emperor had said that 
•I" )',rcat mass of the German people were not well 
•'•■nosed towards England and that he was in the 
"HiKMity in his own country, as regards his friendship 
inuiids England. The above-named article also contained 

" ^^tatements which called forth lively opposition 

"n Hie part of the German population, with the effect 
•I'.ii ii was believed autocratic government would be 
Mi'Mhshed and the Reichstag would obtain larger 

'"'ntional rights. We profited by this favourable 

••" ' inn to demand a change in the constitution of 
• lif I inpire, claiming full responsibility of the ministers. 
UV also requested that the consent of the Reichstag 
'••••nid be necessary for a declaration of war. Our 
♦♦ii'hile classes, however, live in a state of continual 
HiMi.iiion on account of the awakening of the proletariat, 
h'mI they possess very little self-confidence. An 

1* 
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extension of the rights of the Parliament woula 
necessarily lead to an extension of the power o7 
social democracy. The liberal bourgeoisie prefer to 
content themselves with the rale of train-bearer to the 
feudal absolutistic state, instead of defending the rights 
of the people side by side with social democrats. 
This action of the Reichstag which had been brought 
about by agitation of the people did not lead to any 
defmite result. ' 

The beautiful block-dream very soon vanished This 
was brought about by the policy with regard to taxes. 

The financial condition of the Empire has become 
entirely hopeless on account of senseless armaments. 
The expenditure of the Empire for military purposes 
has mcreased, during the last twenty years as follows- 




Army .... 

Nauy . . 

Military Pensions .' .' " " ' I 33 7??^ 
Interest on the National Debt | 37 483 500 



461 036057 
51 069 080 



Total 



855868 451 
348 973 677 
107 495 775 
154 784 524 



583 299 723 | 1467 122 427 



This increase still continues, for our mih-tary and 
navy bills provide for a continual increase. There are 
a so technical improvements made daily, demanding a 
still further increase of these expenditures. It was 
beheved in 1898 and 1900, when the new Navy Bills! 
were passed and when the number of men-of-war to 
be bu.lt up to the year 1907 was determined, that the^ 
cost of an iron-clad would be about 20 000 000 marks.' 
The newest type of this ship, however, requires anJ 
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•MHl.iy of about 50000000 marks. The cost of mainte- 
"ime of these ships has increased in the 



"portion. 



same 



I lie tax-paying capabilities of the people, however, 
•1- sirained to the utmost, not only by the increasing 
'< niands of the Empire, the States and the communities 
'"-I ;ilso by the protective tariffs by means of which 
11" ^reat landlords and capitalists get thousands of 
""llions out of the pockets of the consumers and also 
"'■I of the Treasury. The amount of these sums can 
'" <Msily proved by the various articles. In 1908, for 
"I i.iMce, there has been sold in Germany 8902 180 tons 
-I I ye and 5 674 155 tons of wheat. Every ton of rye 
I '0 marks dearer in Germany than abroad and every 
i'H> of wheat is 55 marks dearer than abroad. As soon 
' M.is difference between the prices disappears, then 
111' corn is sold abroad and the exporters receive in 
" niin so^alled 'import certificates", i. e. cheques to 
">• .irnount of 50 marks for every ton of rye or 
• ' niarks for every ton of wheat. These cheques are, 
^vithin the next 6 months, accepted as cash, by the 
' 'iJom Offices for the payment of duties on corn, 
t-'il^c, petroleum and coffee. It follows from this that 
flir rye consumed in Germany has been 445 000 000 
Mi.nks dearer than it would have been without these 
'"Hii duties, whilst the wheat has been 312000000 
Mniks dearer owing to this system. 

The same is the case with the other grains, pulse 
nii'l so on. The Treasury pays also part of these 
"..(s which disappear into the pockets of the great 
I'l'Klowners. The Empire uses large quantities of grain 
!••' the army and the 112 000 military horses, and 
M.nscquently pays the exalted prices brought about 
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by the tariffs. It must be added that in years with 
a good harvest more import cheques are given out by 
the Customs Office than money is received for dutiS 
on the above-named articles. In 1909 for instance we 
.mported 581 987 tons of rye, whilst 1 248 sl" tol 

to 31 099 350 marks but the import cheques cost th« 
Empire 62 440 700 marks. The rye duty therefore 
brought a deficit to the customs'of 31 3413 nS 
.ncludmg the cost of management. The case i^ Z 

TaZT Z'^'^'T''' ''''''''■ "^he big iron manu- 
facturers for mstance, are organised in syndicates. 
They charge to their customers the prices of the 
worlds market, plus customs duties. The du^y on 
P.g .ron .5 M. 10 per ton. In 1908 Germany ha 
consumed 13 016135 tons of pig iron, out of which 
he German manufacturers have produced 12 803 782 
tons. The 103 works which produced pig iron had 
therefore an extra income of 128 037 820 marks, through 
this duty on iron. This sum has been paid by the 
Cierman consumers of iron. 

It is obvious that it must be very difficult to find 
new taxes to fill the treasury in a country where 
tax-paymg capabilities of the people are so much 
abused by all sorts of customs duties, for the sole 
benefit of the big landowners and manufacturers B^ 
new taxes have to be found if it is not considered 
desirable to limit the military expenditure. One thing 
was certain - the annual income was about 500 000 
marks less than the annual expenditure, and the mon y 
therefore had to be provided for somehow. The 

400 oZoo* J"u r''''' "^" *^^^^ °' -hich about 
400 000 000 marks had to be paid by the large masses 
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"I ihc population, whilst only 92 000000 was to be 

• Irnved from succession duties; however, the big land- 
owners would also have been liable to pay these 

• luiics and therefore the Junkers opposed it. They 
v\(io joined in their efforts by the Catholic agrarians 
hI ihe Centre party. The Liberals, however, were 
|M( pared to vote for the succession duty. It has not 
lui'ii found possible to get an arrangement between 
I ibcrals and Conservatives on this point, and according to 
I'.iilow's policy of the block, it ought to have been 
.idjourned. The financial situation of the Empire, 
however, did not permit of such an adjournment. The 
l>l()ck, therefore, fell to pieces and its originator 
v.iiiished from the scene. Now the Catholic and Pro- 
I'-.lant agrarians united fraternally to exploit the 
ii.ition; the 500 000 000 marks duty were therefore, put 
oil ihe consumers of tobacco, spirits, beer, matches, 
M)tlee, tea and so on. From the propaganda point of 
view, these taxes have done more for us than millions 
ol vehement speeches. 

The effects of the. new duties were all the more 
tirilating, because they were decided upon at a time 
when the workers had still much to suffer under the 
i'lonomic depression. 

The tariff reformers often used the conditions in 
( ieimany as an argument to prove the utility of pro- 
leetion, exhibiting only the best side of the question. 
We shall therefore try to make a few unprejudiced 
Nlatements on this point. The financial reports of the 
Trade Corporations give a sound basis for the study 
(tl the case. They give the exact number of workers 
insured against accident. The number of these insured 
workers is bound to increase, not because the popu- 
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at,on continually grows, but also because in many 
trades only those establishments are covered by this 
insurance law where at least 10 workers are empCd 

to th? i f™""" °^ ^^t^bhshments, according 

to the census of trade, does not increase but de 

establishments with more than ten workers increases 
d,sproport.onately fast, considering the gener grow 
of the population. The number of insured industri 
workers mcreases on an average by 400 000 per year 

The industrial crisis commenced in the buildinff 
trade already in 1907. The number of wo ker em 

1260 270 in^^^8.'" Sd" g tTe^^ .J^^ [] 

tsrrght'^to r'-' °* "-''''- ■" ^^^^ 

howL "fn . r ^™*" ^y ''5°/« ^"' '"^tead of 

i T\^' 1'5938 during the last two y^rs A| 

908 a df "'''T''"' '^^"'''■-^ reporte "during 
1908 a decrease of 100 595 insured workers whiuf 

ThTtotr" 'r 'r ^" ""^^-^ «* about ^SS 

1908 to 8 917 772. ""'"''"' '^'""PP^" '" 

cities^andTnH^T- f ""^^P'^^^^ ^''^efly in the big 
c es and mdustnal centres increased rapidly in 1908 
our comrades therefore adressed a question to the 
Go ernment in the Reichstag asking what ,t in ended 
to do against unemployment. mtenaed 
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The Government could not deny the seriousness 
"I iiFicmpIoyment. The large liners were lying idle in 
tin docks, their crews having been discharged, new 

liips were not commenced by the ship-building yards, 
iIk* casual wards were overcrowded. The Party and 
iIk' Trade Unions organised a census of the unemployed 
Ml lUMiin and the suburbs on Feb. 14th, 1909, when 
ihrv ascertained that the number of the unemployed 

\.is 101300. The wages decreased, while the price 
"I lood-stuffs advanced rapidly, thereby continually 

filing to the number of the unemployed, because, the 
u inkers necessarily had to restrict their consumption 
"I manufactured articles, on account of their smaller 
miome and increased expenditure for food-stuffs. The 
|iiKc of grain reached an unexampled height in the 

I'tmg of 1909. Our comrades in Parliament then 
.1 kcd that the institution of import cheques be abo- 
li lied, that the grain duties be abolished or temporarily 

iispended, when the price of grain should surpass 
tliose rates fixed by that famous motion Kanitz in the 
iiiuldle of the nineties. 

There has never been a session with less positive 
('.suit on the field of social politics than the era of 
IWilow. The Government, compelled by the Berne 
Convention, introduced an amendment of the trade 
laws which contained a number of alterations. A special 
Munmittee, which had been appointed to study this 
amendment, proposed a number of alterations which 
had not been suggested by the Government, but after 
all only those paragraphs which had been arranged 
by the Berne Convention were passed at the second 
.md third reading. This amendment became law on 
Dec. 28 th. 1908. It first of all did away with the 
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word "factory" that had been used in old trade laws 
The protective measures provided by this law affecred 

that the.r establishments were not factories, when thev 
were prosecuted for contravention of the protective 
regulations. The court frequently accepted this nt r 
pretafon and discharged the defendants 'and the cor" 
.n Its judgments, sometimes tried to give a definition 
of the word "factory". On reading these defSns 

eSt7a!i 'Vh- "■"'^ *° '''"'' ""'"'^^ factories Sy 
exist at all This inconvenience has now disappeared 

I'shment . The above-named protective regulations 
are now extended to ail establishments with less ha„ 
en workers, as well as to all etablishments with les 
than ten workers, when they employ elementary forces 
The hours of labour for female workers have been 
■xe at ten and at eight on the eves of Sundays and 
holidays. They, as well as males under 16 are de 
barred from labour between eight at night ad In 
the morning, while under the old law they were nit 

:i7fttr^^°^^^"---'-^^^p---^" 

A bill on Chambers of Labour has recently been 
■ntroduced in the Reichstag. A bill on i m 'w" 
has already passed the committee stage. This bi 1 
however only gives new powers to the various autho: 
nt.es. The only compulsory regulation in this bill 
provides hat the workers shall be enabled to lea 
the actual rate af payment when the work is gWen 
out to them. The federal council, the federated gof rn 
ments and the police authorities will be empowered 
to extend to home industries the protective refiu°Zns 
existing for large industrial estabHshment ^ 
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A law affecting employment agencies has recently 
Imcii passed by the Reichstag. It is hoped that this 
i.iw will to some extent abolish the exploitation of the 
imcniployd by the employment agencies. 

A peculiar law has been passed by the Reichstag 
niiiilcd the "Potash Law". This law, for the first 
(mir in the history of German legislation, deals with 
ilir question of cartels and syndicates, and what is 
more this law enables a syndicate, which otherwise 
would have fallen to pieces, to maintain itself. The 
iMJvrrnments of Prussia, Anhalt and Mecklenburg were 
••specially interested in this law, because potash mines 
are owned by them. They had to accede to a number 
ni protective measures, which are not found in any 
niher German law, for the benefit of workers in those 
unties. 

The "clou" of the German social policy is to be, 
ill cording to the opinion of the bureaucracy, the new 
iialional insurance law. This bill, consisting of 1754 
P-iragraphs, has just been laid before the Reichstag. 
I his bill and the appended "elaboration" consisting of 
about 1000 pages are without doubt very interesting 
documents for students of political science, but their 
KMitents unfortunately are of very little value for the 
workers. This bill first of all tries to create a some- 
what more uniform organisation of the boards that are 
iharged to survey the good working of the insurance 
M liemes. This part of the bill is dealt with in the first 
1 76 paragraphs. The next 386 paragraphs are on sick 
insurance. The old sick insurance law had only 123 
paragraphs. 

The wording has been changed very little and still 
less important are the improvements. Domestic ser- 
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vants, agricultural and home workers are to be inclu- 
ded in the compulsory insurance schemes. The fede | 
states under the old law, had the power to extend tij 

Classes by a separate statute. A number of fpH»..i 
^at.s and districts had made use ^^ o^ ^ ' 

rance scheme were extended to these classes then 
they enjoyed the same privileges as other workers who 
were msured, while under the new law they w ,1 be 
under less favourable conditions. Compulsory Lu ance 
will furthermore be extended to apothecaries' assSs 
and apprentices, stage and orchestral membe s tea e" 

=f „:;s„r^ *' -'- ■>' --'^ »^"^^ 

will hJ' ^f^"^ alterations for those hitherto insured 
will be as follows: - whilst at present the employer 
pays one-third and the employee two-thirds of the who e 

at vltn?t''l^^^^^^ on the managing boards 

paid Th! I "^ "''^'^'"S ^^ '^' subscriptions 

paid The employers elect one-third and the workers 
elect two-thirds of the members of the various "or 

Denetits of the insurance funds above the leaallv 
provided minimum and they have made extensi e'u e 
of this privilege. This will not be possible any more 



13 



I I Hie employers are soon to control one-half of the 
ImmicIs. Apart from some ameliorations relating to the 
r\ tension of benefits to women during their confinement, 
I lie i^overnment bill contains numerous deteriorations 
'niijjiared with the regulations in force at present. 

The much-n:eded uniform organisation will not 
It achieved. The name of the inferior communal 
til .iiiance fund will disappear, but still more inferior 
iiii.il insurance funds will be created in its stead. The 
iiiMirance funds in the building trades and of the 
ictU-rated states will also be abolished, whilst so many 

• lilliculties will be made concerning the voluntary 
.ii()plementary Funds that they are bound to disappear 

.1 . well. In future, we will have local sick insurance 
limils, rural funds, staff funds end corporation funds. 
No reason founded on the purpose of the sick insurance 
< hi'me could be stated for this division of forces. 
I Ins division, however, is needed in order to limit the 
iij'.lils of the workers in the election of members to 
llir insurance boards. The employers henceforth are 
lt> have one-half of the votes in local staff and corporation 

III Mirance funds, and they will rule the rural sick funds 

• iitirely, the workers having no representation on these 
liimls. The workers consequently will always be in 
tin* minority. 

A uniform insurance scheme which would also be 
III Ihe interest of those coming within the scope of 
ilu' law is also avoided in order to permit the sick 
insurance funds to be used against the workers for 
jiolitical purposes. The 653 paragraphs following are 
m.itle up of the five insurance laws in force at present 
A\u\ their contents have suffered the least change. 



has been burdened wth ^v '"'"'"^"'' ''^^"'' 

to provide the arger part of Z '""'''''"' '''''' '"■' 

the support Of tJlZsi'.^ZZ "t^'^h 'Z 
seems to be the chiM n,^;„+ k °'^P"^"s- This indeed 
of widows and ornh/' ''"'' ''^^ whole insurance 

an-ecessi. rfT-.^/rr^^^^^^^ 

and orphans per 1000 inhabitants There arl^n T 
average per 1000 inhabitants 41 7=^ -7 " *'"^ 

children under 15 years nf 1 a ''°*' '""^ ^^-22 
census of traL and L f ^'^ ^"""""'"S *° ^he last 
tants there were 510 3'emn?"°"' '" ^^^--y ^000 inhabi- 
thus every ^2 of Jis nT h''''' ^"'"^'^^ '"' '''''"''' 

-JtdTnLLrXetr^ 

nance the scheme. T^'l^^reZJ^ :^Z^Z I 

plus derived rom th J tadff oti: *'* *'' """'^ ^"'- 
be set aside for thP n, .^'■^''"" P''^''"^^ would 

insurance butleni?;r'''/l*''''°^^ '"' °'-P'^^"3 
only the urn uf duti s n ^ '''"' ''''' P™"^'^^ ^^en 

promised heading, out of Ve tta Vs'oSro " *'' 
nan produce affected by tariffs Th ^^'^- 
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•l.n(H),000 marks annually. This sum, as well as yearly 
Hiiru'st, was to be accumulated for Ihe next five years. 
\ii' I this time, so it was suggested, this surplus with 
Mihu'st as well as subscriptions to the amount of 
M niH),000 mk. was to be appropriated. These pro- 
t'"ilions were passed by the committee against the 
' IH'ctations of the centre, and this party thereupon 
nitiiu'diately changed its attitude withdrawing from their 
MMiiKMi the articles oats, barley and dairy produce, and 
'♦iibstiluting the word "surplus per head of the popu- 
I Hion" for surplus. Thus the national exchequer might 
"ikon on an income of 1.49 marks per head of the 
I'f'piilation. The national exchequer has an increasing 
Hhoiiic according to the growth of the population. 
I lit- centre also refused to support any more levying 
"I subscriptions. This law has been in force since 
Miiih 1st, 1906. Up to to-day it has provided the 
l< •Mowing for widows and orphans: — 

In 1906 Nil 

„ 1907 42,000,000 marks 

„ 1908 Nil 

„ 1909 Nil 
U became then obvious that the object of the law 
I 'Mild not be achieved in this way. The government 
iltcu'iipon made another proposition. It suggests first 
'•I .ill using the funds of the invalid insurance scheme, 
II-. (his branch has more money than is needed. From 
I* 'M to 1907 the following sums have been contributed 
i'» idc invalid insurance funds: — 

Uv subscriptions of the employers 1 084 719 500 Mk. 

„ „ workers . 1 084 719 500 „ - 
.. interest . 416 088 100 „ 

Total 2 585 527 100 Mk. 
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The expenditure amounted to: — 
Pensions and returned subscriptions 

up to Dec. 31, 1907 . . i ois«o/;nnA mA 

Management expenses . . . \ \ \IZ7^ "M 

Total 1 181 459 400 Mk, 
The empire has also contributed under the form 
of na ,onaI subsidies to these pensions and returned 
subscnpfons, to the amount of 485 204 400 marks 

The following methods are proposed as to finan 
cng the widows and orphans' insurance scheme 

1. By far the greater proportion of the widows 
and orphans are not to have a pension; for a widow 
w.Ii only be entitled to a pension if she is at th* 
same time mvalid, or in other words so generally in. 
capable, physically or mentally, that she is not^n a 
position to earn one-third of the average earnings of 
the women in her class. ^ 

2. Some money is to be found by simply abo- 
hshmg the re-payment of subscriptions Hitherto tl^e 

wheTthrr '"''"' *° '''' '''''' ^""^-'-Ptions returned 
when they became married. Pensioners of the accident 
■nsurance fun s who for this reason were not enimed 
^ an mvahd pension enjoyed the same privilege. 
Widows and orphans of deceased members might afso 

poses uTto I'^S^ '" '"" '''''"''' ^- ^-^-^ P- 

from^U^z? uTot 1 '"""" *'' snbscriptions 
toTe 24 30 W ,'' ^""'^' respectively per week 
to 16, 24 30, 38, 40 pfennigs respectively per week 
This will bring an increase of from 45 to 50 millions 
per year. '"lun^ 
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I. The national exchequer is to contribute as 
I'lih.iio to every old age and invalid pension, and 

• '» every pension of a widow, 50 marks per year and 

• niarks to every pension of an orphan. 

.S. The pensions of widows an orphans, however, 
^mII 1)0 so small that they can scarcely be called a 
fusion. 

<». We are of opinion and this opinion was also 
i"M by our party's congress at Leipzig that a reform 
<'i (lie social insurance scheme should have much 
"••ilHT ideals. Our friends in the Reichstag will there- 
I'Mc propose a complete amalgamation and further 

• Nletision of the social insurance schemes. This reform 
should begin by bringing about the unification of the 
^iik insurance scheme. A uniform organisation under 
ihr self-government of the insured must be established, 
Hu hiding all those working for wages or salary, also 
nil other persons with an income of not more than 
*»<H)() marks per year. The sick and convalescent mem- 
i-is should be entitled to free medical attendance 
Kill remedies, apart from a monetary benefit to the 
'HiKJunt of the members' full earnings. Nursing mothers 
•huiild get adequate support. 

The accident insurance funds should be compelled 
it> [)ay full compensation to the insured and their 
irlaiives. 

The invalid insurance scheme ougth to be deve- 
Inpcd in such a manner that the full income be insured 
•iihl ihat such pensions be paid to enable decent living 
in the invalids. The insurance of widows and orphans 
niij'jit to be improved accordingly. 

Apart from these schemes an adequate unemployed 
Insurance scheme should also be established. 
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A social insurance of this kind will certainly require 
big sums of money, but the people will be able to 
pay them. All those cases where we should like toi 
give material support by means of the insurance happen 
whether the people are insured or not. Sickness, acci- 
dents, invalidity and unemployment are bound to happen 
more frequently and for a longer period without insu- 
rance. Sickness can be prevented or otherwise, when 
. it happens, it can be quicker and more effectively dealt 
with, if good therapeutic treatment is provided. 
Rational treatment of sickness can also prevent many 
cases of invalidity. One of the principal tasks of the 
accident insurance scheme should be to provide good 
safeguarding methods. If properly organised the 
number of accidents can be reduced to such an extent 
that even a full compensation would be cheaper than 
the present accident insurance by which at the utmost 
two-thirds of the loss is compensated. Unemployed 
insurance would enable us to get a precise view of the 
state of the labour market. By regulating the hours 
of labour it will then be possible to prevent a good 
deal of unemployment. The support of the unemployed 
would cost less than is absorbed by unemployment. 
Many unemployed become criminals and vagabonds on 
account of misery. Many a girl is driven to prostitution 
alone by want. Society pays more for criminals, vaga- 
bonds and prostitutes than would be necessary to 
benefit the unemployed regularly. 

The biggest sums will be necessary for the insu- 
rance of women in confinement, nursing mothers, J 
widows and orphans. - There are about 35 births 
per 1000 inhabitants per year. These charges are borne - 
at present only by the poorest families, who have the ' 
most children. The privations caused by widowhood 
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ind orphanhood at present oppress only the widows 
itihl orphans themselves. 

Our principle is: sickness, invalidity, accidents and 
Hiuinployment should be prevented as much as possible, 
.hmI otherwise their cost, as well as the cost derived 
iiniii motherhood and the cost of supporting widows 
.111.1 orphans should be defrayed by the whole population. 
Mir demands of the second part of our party's official 
iiini'iamme are being upheld by our comrades in every 
' .Jon of the Reichstag and of the national Diets in 
ihf lorm of initiative motions. Unfortunately we have 
«»iily little opportunity of getting them discussed. The 
l.'cuhstag in every session has only a few days at its 
.h'.posal to discuss such motions. The succession of 
these motions depends on the numerical strengths of 
ihr various groups. Every group is entitled to say 
what motion they would like to have discussed first, 
li happens very seldom that more than one motion of 
• very group is discussed at all. It has become a 
H|viilar use since a number of years to introduce 
iiiiiiative motions in the form of resolutions when the 
liiidi^^ets of the ministers are under discussion. The 
H'spective minister is then asked to prepare, as soon 
n . possible, a bill in which the demands of the initiative 
mo I ion are set forth. These propositions are regularly 
ir|c'cted by the reactional majority; if, however, they 
happen to be accepted, then they are thrown out by 
ihf Federal Council, who perhaps will say that the 
iiioijon is to be used as material for future legislation. 



2. The political movement. 

Since the national congress at Stuttgart the political 
lili' of Germany has been filled with violent struggles 
i)\ Ihe proletariat for further political rights. The suf- 
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frage question has been the centre of all this agitation 
>. e. the general and equal right to direct and secre 
vofng for all the elective bodies. The Diets of the 
-;^Vt^ttl:r/- --"-onsiderat: 

ment sprung up ,n November, 1905, with great vehe- 
~, an .has received an even greater i.pjjs 
since. The German proletariat has shown in mass 
meetmgs and monster street-demonstrations that they 
mil allow t emselves neither peace nor rest before 
they have obtamed general and equal right for direct 
and secret voting. This question has got fnto ful, st'g 
now and even our ruling classes recognise that the 
present state of affairs has become unbearable 

We have universal suffrage for the Reichstag elec- 
tions for all male citizens of 25 years nf age Th s 
so-called equality is however much injured by the growth 
of population m this country. The present constituencies 
have been defined in 1867 and nothing has been ThTn 
ged w,th respect to this division since Lt time nam y 
^nce 43 years The population has since then dXd 

rartsTf%::t"''r"'"' ''' ^'^^^^"^^ '" ^^^ ^^--n 
parts of Eas ern Prussia. Other parts of the country 

as^the big at.es and industrial centres, have at the same 

t.me sxpenenced a rapid increase of their population 

The constituency Angerburg-Lotzen, in Eastern Prussia* 

^r instance numbered in 1905, 77 373 inhabitants and 

?it^ uJ"" *^' P'^"'"'" ^^ Brandenburg had but 
67 307 inhabitants, whilst the constituency Teltow-Bees- 

of Berlin, numbered 959 289 inhabitants. This number 
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ii.«. since increased up to more than 1 000 000, but is 

• Hily entitled to one member in the Diet. A good many 
•miliar examples could be cited which go to prove that 
iIh- results of our elections in no way gi-ve a true 
" tUx of the political tendencies of the electorate. 

Our Diets have many very important questions to 
•I'mI with, for instance those concerning educational 
Mi.iilers, also the carrying-out of nearly all Imperial laws. 
Ilicsc Diets are constituted on the ground of differing 

• 1'-^ tion systems of the various states. Some of our 
I' .U'lated states, for instance, Bavaria, Wurtemburg and 
U.itlen, possess the general and equal right to direct 
*in(l secret voting for their Diets. In Mecklenburg ho- 
wrver this name and the privileges of a legislative body 
HI' given to a corporation which is simply a meeting 

• »1 the big landowners, that is of the feudal aristocracy, 
Hid of representatives of the city councils. There is a 
1.11 )>c variety of all possible suffrage systems, so that 
wr must refrain from further commenting on them. 
A', one of the results of these systems we have agrarian 
iiilc in nearly all the federated states of Germany. The 
rM)7 census shows that in Germany only 17 681 176 
Inhabitants or 286,5 out of every 1000 lived from agri- 
Millure, gardening, stock-breeding, forestry and fishing, 
whilst 34664 776 inhabitants or 561,6 out of every 
I <>()() are dependent on industries, mining, commercial 
liadcs and transports. The agrarians all the same rule 
In fieariy every federated state as well as in imperial 
iiil-iirs. This rule is based upon the total absence of 
IHivileges for the workers in the election for the Diets 
.md on the difference of dimensions of the various 

i onstituencies. 

The Prussian Diet consists of two chambers, the 
House of Lords and the House of Deputies. The 
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House of Lords is composed of 364 members, including 
238 representatives of the high feudal caste, who art 
born members of this chamber, or have been nominated 
through noble families, generals and big manufacturer!! 
nommated for life, ten representatives of the universities 
and fifteen mayors of the big cities. '* 

The House of Deputies consists of 443 memberji 
which have been elected under the three-class suffrages 
Any decision of this chamber only becomes law with 
the consent of the lords. The three classes for election 
purposes are made up in the following manner: every 
male Prussian who is twenty-four years of age has J 
right to a vote. If an election is forthcoming then a 
list of all the electors of that constituency is compiled, 
ind.catmg also the amount of direct taxes paid by each 
elector A fictitious sum of 3 marks is put in for all 
those who pay no direct taxes because they may own 
no land, carry on no trade liable to taxation, or have 
an income of less than 900 marks. The total amount 
ot all the taxes paid by the whole electorate is the- 
reupon ascertained and is then divided by 3. Now those 
are picked out who pay the highest taxes and whose 
combined taxes amount to one-third of the total direct 
taxes paid by the whole electorate. These electors 
constitute a first class. The same thing is done with 
regard to those who pay the next highest taxes, who 
together form the second class, whilst the remainder 
namely the large mass of the population constitute a 
third class of electors. 

In the last elections there were 7 682 721 electors! 
on the rolls. They included 293 402, or 3,82 percentage 
ot the total number, first-class electors: 1065 240 of 
13,87 percentage second-class electors: and 6 324 079 
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ni .s2,32 percentage third-class electors. Every class 

„ mates an equal number of election men or delegates 

.11.1 ihese delegates ultimately elect the deputy. Apart 
iHHi) these privileges of the rich, we have also the 
HMUnality in the division of the constituencies. There 
lie rural constituencies with one member of Parliament, 
i.M less than 8 000 electors, whilst in some urban districts, 
, ilrputy is allotted to about 78 000 electors. 

A similar preference system has been introduced 
III 1S95 in Saxony with the only difference that the 
vuic was secret, namely hy ballot, whilst in Prussia 
vM- have a public vote, the elector being compelled to 
in.l.licly name his candidate. The Prussian government 
111 P)08 gave the formal promise in the king's speech 
Hut the suffrage system would be organically developed 
.iiid would be organised in such a manner as would 
MM respond to the actual necessities of the Prussian 
ju'ople. A bill was indeed introduced into the Diet in 
I Vhruary, 1910, which however preserved all the injustices 
nl the present system. 

The three-class system and the public vote was 
not to be altered. It was only proposed to substitute 
Hie direct vote for the old indirect vote. Ministers, 
otticers, men with university education, state officials, 
icservists entitled to civil employment, on account of 
their twelve years' service, were to be elevated from 
the third class of electors. This bill and its consequent 
treatment in the Diet had a most provocative effect on 
Hie population, more than the most inflammatory 
speeches. The Diet then refused the government's 
proposition, adding also a great number of amendments. 
They have in no way improved the bill. 



m 
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.'907 rapidly gained rvet,:^^^^^^ "^'^ ^'H 

in the streets and mass Zl, ^ demonstrationil 

occurred in Germany noT aft" •^'^^ ''' "°^ ^'M 
any other country, have proved 2 T'^''"^ ''^ '" 
of the proletariat There wefe 1 ".. '™''"'*''°" 
workers who assemb J^r ,0^^ ^Til ^9t"■" 
mass meetings all over Prussia. ' '" 

numb?r%rfed:rtystr". '" '^^" '^'^"^^'^ ■" « 
•n the kingdom Of sZlT^^' '^^^ '^^ ^^ars. 
system was sustituted by a pTura, svs, "'"['^^ ^""'•^«« 
for additional votes accorriinT ^ "" ^'"''' P'^^^''^^^'' 
paid, and so forth The rich^ ^^ ^f- amount of taxes 
A plural system has also Hp. w"? ^'"^ '''"'■ ^°t«- 

r^rstlS^^ 

-;^-Weimarchangedr-d-Svlrth:^dS 

Of th'elo ■S°:o;rm"ent 't. I T'""°- ^^^^ 
Reichstag have taken nl^. I •'^^-^'ections for the 

the general elect on ,907 1^™^''' ''^* ''''■ '" 
polled in these const tuencS i" sf "."' °" ''"'^ 
total vote of 294 sns , "^^ f^ ^^6 votes out of a 

they polled 96 3,0 otesou^^fa'ffr'^*""'' '''^'''^' 
We thus increased ou vo e f « jl J"*' °' ''' ''°- 
33 percentage of all votes recorded ' """"^^^^ '' 

for thX^rtnetretn- ^'^T"^^ '■" ^'^ ^'-•- 
took place in ,9o7 A °"' ^°'' ^'^^ ^'^'^'^'^ Diet 

gives 'the f^lol'g sttS"'"" °^ ^'^^ ^°^^ ^'^^ '^^^ 
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1908 



<•( ialists 

nir.rrvatives 

II. ir pendent Conservatives . . . 

l.iiKMiai Liberals 

ii>rial Association 

ii.iial People's Party 

riltie 

•ok's, Danes and so forth . . . 
iiiMHi of Agricultural Landowners 

iiHoii of Anti-Semites 

'itliiical attitude unknown . . . 



Total 



314149 
324 157 

47 975 
256 220 

16 735 

73 245 
251 958 
181 356 

12 548 

2 880 

190 390 



1 671 613 



598 522 
354 786 

63 612 
318589 

21993 

98 600 
499 343 
226 248 

15013 

8 959 

301 894 



2 507 559 



In 1903 we were the second strongest party in the 
. niiiitry. We had 18,8 percentage of the total votes, but 
li.iil not succeeded in getting a single seat in Parliament 
Niinierically we became the strongest party in 1908. 
VVc polled 23,87 percentage of the total votes and got 
/ of our candidates elected. Four of these elections 
wi re later on declared invalid, under the pretext that 
till' officials of the Berlin City Council had not properly 
Munpiled the register. We successfully defended 3 of 
these seats, but the fourth seat was lost. 

General elections under the new plural system 
hH)k place for the first time in the Kingdom of Saxony 
oil October 21st, 1909. Altogether 634 212 electors 
ii'corded their votes; 341 396 of these voted for a social 
democratic candidate, whilst our opponents disposed 
only of 292 816 electors. These 634 212 electors had, 
on account of the plural system, 1 273 908 votes. The 
number of electors and votes lecorded for every party 
were as follows: 
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341 396 

103517 
U5\51 

41857 
20 248 



492 522 
281 804 
236 541 
100 804 
55 502 



hat chamber, our comrades' 



Social Democrats 
Conservatives " " 
National Liberals ' ' 
Radical Liberals * ' 
An tj -Semites * " 

gained Is!'^ ^'^ '' ^^'^ °^ 

in that country, our partv Ll ^7T' ^'"''"^' «'^^«ons 
this nun^ber .ncreasedogogTs '/'''' '''''■ ^^^ ! 
20 men^bers. instead 0,2 a ."^f ^"'^ ^^^^ ^'ected 
elections for their resnec it .1 ' P'""^''^^^ i" thei 
-ade by our comradeT 7^^^ R 
and Saxe-Weimar. ' ^'"^men, Hamburg ] 

thepi^Ltprht/prirr^^"'"-^ ^^-^'> 

penalties have b.elZnZ TT "^J^ ^^"owing 
party on account of advocaHL "'"'''' °f O"^ 

last three years : '''™'^'*'"g O"-" cause, during the 

In 1907; 36 vear-. a 

1 day imprisonmemand f""™ ■ ^ ^^^1^^ ^nd 
30 600 marks. '' ^™' *« the amount of 

-ent I7fts toT'amoTnrof '^M^'^ T'^^^' 
In 1909: 27 years in °t ":''^ ^46 marl<s. 

.. p™S.:^ ;°x"?;:i.*° *"-- 'tee. 
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3. The Organisation of the Party. 

The Organisation of our Party, to which we referred 
1 1 .ome lenght in previous reports, has meanwhile 
Hilt Intone some important changes. A new association 
I uv has come into operation on May 15 th, 1908, of 
\liuli a short description will be given later on. The 
iirvv law also allows women to adhere to political 
l>.ulics, which hitherto had only been possible in some 
Ml our federated states. The Social-Democratic women 
li.uL' since joined the organisation of the Party all over 
ilir country. A uniform minimum subscription for all 
iiirmbers of the Party has been established. The parties' 
.1 .sociations in the various constituencies will in future 
l>f entitled to representation on the parties' congresses, 
.11 cording to. their membership. 

The manner in which a member can be expelled 
lioin the Party has also been changed. 

We herewith quote the more important changes 
i!mI have been made in our rules: 

§ 4. Organisations which include female members 
must allow them representation on their committee. 
The female committee members have to carry on special 
propaganda among women, in agreement with the other 
committee members. 

§ 5. The district and national organisations may 
fix their rate of subscription themselves, providing that 
the minimum monthly subscriptions is not less than 
30 pfennigs for males and 15 for females. At least 
20 per cent of the regular subscriptions must be 
forwarded to the central fund. The Party's executive 
committee may allow the various organisations a higher 
amount than 80 per cent of these takings for their 
local expenses, if the committee of the district or the 
national organisation agree. 
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dents of the Social n»L . o"* ^°*- ^^^ PrwH 
annually to the execuir ' ^°''"'''' ""''' '^ ^^P"" 

July isfh. o^'a^/:^o?^ueri^pr";,"r ir ''^ 

t've. They should at las give deTl ' tlTI 
and extension of the propaganda thSh k ^ '°"" 
on, on the numhpr •^"P^^anda that has been carried 

respective constteJcv Tr"'' '""''"''' '" '"eir, 
paid by the members L.i """""^ "^ subscription, 
at thei^ispoThr-beS sS"' "' how the money 

way ^tht'wTe' IT °" ''''' ^<^«^"^ ^^^ «" *"« 
executive! must b VX'd bT? ?' '"^ '"^ '^-'^'^ 
district and national oSStioL '^"'""""^^^ °' ^'"= 

Of the Party"' eSed'toT"' '"' *"« '^'^'^f authority 
congress are : ° "-epresentation at the national 

'■ nl ':ZVt^'rZ:: *^^ -----onstituencies. 

Of .emberr cls£nSs'StutTi";" "^'^ 
are entitled to but 1 delesatp t . , members 
allowed up to 3000 TfL \ ^° delegates are 
12 000 -if ' '°'' "P *o 6000, 4 for ud to 

i-JUUO, 5 for up to 18 000 anH a f P ° 

18 000. The numhPr ^f ^'"' """^^ than 

according to th nTX L"'?''^^^ '"^ ""^"'^te^ 
the centra, fund! as prt^ed^Tr'"^ '''' '"'^ 

amongsl'Th^deTere? 'h'""'"' '' P"^^''*'^' "e 
are elected ^ '"'"■"'"' '^'^'^^ delegates 

' s: rsi^t^rstfr 't- ^^'•^^-«- 

^ and Of the control colmiSo?""'" ™'"™-"-- 
are only entitled to an^^Sy%rrn'il^\S;?^ 
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li.micntary. The same is the case with the members 
..I ilie Party's executive in all questions relating to the 
I. II .mess management of the Party. The representatives 
ni ihe Party's institutions, which have been invited by 
{\\c executive, are also allowed no vote. 

§ 14. The number of the members of the Party's 
r.raitive is fixed by Congress. The Party's executive 
...iisists of two Presidents, a treasurer, the secretaries 
aih\ three auxiliary members, the latter including a female 
.(.iiirade. The members of the Party's executive com- 
niillcc are entitled to represent each other. 

The election of the President, the treasurer, the 
.rcretaries, and of the representative of the female com- 
ij.lcs must proceed at the congress by means of voting 
IMpcrs, the result of the first ballot being final. 

The second ballot between the two candidates with 
ihc highest number of votes must take place if none 
h.ive received the absolute majority of all votes cast. 

In case of an equality of votes, the result is de- 
i uled by lot. 

The other two auxiliary members are selected by 
Ihe control commission. The executive committee has 
to he constituted immediately after its election, of which 
proper notice is to be published in the official organ of 
ihc party. 

§ 23. Nobody can be a member of the party who 
has seriously contravened the principles of the Party's 
programme or has been guilty of a dishonourable action. 
A member can furthermore be expelled for violating the 
iiilerests of the Party, or for obstinate resistance to the 
decisions of the Part/s organisation. 

In case of dispute, the committee has to decide as 
lo the admissibility of a member in the district or na- 
tional organisation. 

The expulsion of a member can only be decided by 
iin organisation of the party (local society or association 
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covering the respective constituency). The same or 
posal can only be made by the committee of an ors 
nisatmn with the consent of the accused * 

The member in question will be informed of tM 
decision by the district or national committee, wh 3 
may also eventually publish the decision. 

§ 24. Both parties may, if not satisfied with thd 
decision of the district or national committee, demandl 
^TJ IT? "'°"" "' ^PP"'"^^"' 'f «"ch demand i, 
TelSn: '^"^ '''''' ''-' '"^^ -- '"'--d 7 
Such an arbitration court to consist of 7 membersi 
he accused and the interested organisation appoiSnJ 
3 members each out of the membership of thrS.cfl 
organisation to which the accused belonged. A chai mini 
.s then appointed by the executive commfttee of the™] 
if hP n^fT!'' '"' ^^"^'■''^'■e'' spelled from the parly 
bv the? !• ° """"■"' "'"'■''""'^'-^ ^'""^'■" a term HxeJ 

be i:iTZ\ir''''- ''"'' ^"^^ ^* '-^^ --': 

A written judgment will be forwarded by the exe- 
S.rtVe"de:2;.^^°'-^^'------n^uX 

e^aifst^LSoTSheTbrrriL^KLrnS^^^^ 
congress of the party. This appeal must be addr s ej 
to the executive committee within four weeks after the 
judgment has been forwarded to the parses 

on fVtr.^ T^"!^^'' ^^" ''^ "P^"^" fi-om the party 

prescr bS "'th. f""- ''' '""°" '' ""'^^ '" '^e waj 
prescriDed in the foregoing rules 

n„t ;J"/°"''"'«^e^ of the Party are entitled, if they do 
not dehnitely pronounce the expulsion, to emporL?lv 

a'vot"'7'" '''°" ^" °"'«^ °f confidence' or to 
SirdlcSr^^- «-^ P--- -y also appeal 
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Ilie foregoing regulations shall in no way interfere 
Willi Ihc right of the organisations to appoint an inve- 
.a„.;ilion committee to investigate the case of a member 
mihoiit proposing his expulsion. 

S 27. Membership of the Party ceases, with death, 
. inilsion, or resignation. In such a case, all privileges 
ih.ii the member may have had, by virtue of his mem- 
i„ , hip, with regard to the Party, the executive com- 
n.iiuc the control commission and the mdividual 
Ml. nihers, are null and void. 

t^ 28. A demand for re-admission of an expelled 
nil niber can only be addressed to the committee of the 
.1, .liicl or national association, in whose area the can- 
didate lives. 

The organisation which had proposed the previous • 
.•spulsion should be asked for information before a 
decision is rendered. 

The candidate as well as this organisation may 
..ppeal against that decision to the next national congress 
(.1 the Party. This appeal should be lodged with the 
r.irty's executive early enough to enable its publication 
logcther with other motions to be submitted to the 
» (ingress. 

The associations in the various constituencies for 
ihf Keichstag form the base of our organisation. A 
Uha\ branch of the Party may be established in every 
uly it" this constituency covers more than one city, but 
ilH'se societies are only considered sections of the 
iiNsociation for the whole constituency. The associations 
id ihe various constituencies are combined into district 
n. national federations. These federations have their 
tKvn rules of management, providing they are not 
uyntradictory to the general rules of management of 
ilir whole Party. Our organisation at present consists 
id 45 district or national federations, at the head of 
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each being a separate committee. Every federation haj 
one or two permanent secretaries at its disposal. Thert 

t'alf -""T*'^ ^''''''' °'' "^*'°"^' P^™^"^"* secr^ 
taries in office. 

The district and national federations are in con-i 
stant relations with the executive committee of th. 
Party The.r adv.ce is always sought for in all im.! 
portan questions relating to their sphere of activity. 
Special con erences of representatives of the district 
and national committees are organised in cases ol 
general importance. 

The Party has gained a solid footing in nearly all 
constituences. except in six purely agrarian constitu- 
encies, where we have not been successful so far. The 

SnZ^ofr""'"'- ^"'' ' "^'"^^ °^ *^ ""'"^'■-«' 
strength of the associations in the various constituencies 

The actual number of members at the end of June' 

ofLTTT'^ V.''' *'" '"^ '■" ^^ constituencie 
of the Reichstag. There are members: from 100 to 200 
n 42 from 200 to 300 in 22, from 300 to 400 in 28 
from 400 to 500 in 14, from 500 to 600 in 13 from 
600 to 700 in 12, from 700 to 800 in 12 f om 8(S 
to in 16 from 900 to 1000 in 8, from ,(U to IsS 

9, } "^cJ^^ '° ^^^ '" 25, from 2000 to 3000 in 
23, from 3000 to 4000 in 22, from 4000 to 5000 in 6 
from 5000 to 6000 in 9, from 6000 to 7000 in 3 from 

to Tol''''. '■". '• 'T '"^ ''' '''' '■" '' ^™- ^0^ 

tn ?nS •" ,' ^'""^ '°^°° *° ^^^^ '■" 2. from 11000 
to 12000 m 3 constituencies. 

.zJj^ ^ constituencies there were 14000 to 15000 
15000 to 16000, 19000 to 20000. 22000 to 2300o' 
23000 to 24000, 24000 to 25000, 26000 to 2lZ 

members respectively. 
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< »iir larger associations have been forced to appoint 
. itn.iiiciit secretaries to deal with their increasing work. 
' . niistituencies have their own permanent secretaries 
I ilic present time. 

nrvclopement and numerical strength of the Party. 
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397 
397 
397 



325 
366 

378 



. - o 



2704 
3120 
3281 



Membership of the Party 



Total 



Male 



Female 



530 466 519 523 10 943 
587 336 j 557 878 ' 29 458 
633 309 571050162 259 



[/3 ' I tU 

<i> 1- E t;: t: 

Zoo. > 



16,4 
18.0 
19,1 



Income and Expenditure of the Party. 



Business 
Year 


Income 
Mk. 


Expenditure 
Mk. 


1907 
1908 
1909 


1 191 819,42 

852 976,10 

1 105 249,77 


1 358 122,39 
783 958,13 
621 202,45 



The last general election took place during the 
business year 1907. This explains the comparatively 
liijOi income and expenditure of that year. 



I. Parliamentary representation of the Party. 

Our Party is represented in the German Reichstag, 
which numbers 397 members, by 47 deputies. The bye- 
I'lcctions, which have taken place since the last general 
election, have shown splendid results to our Party. 
We have won in these bye-elections 4 seats, namely 
Landau, Coburg, Halle and Eisenach. 

3 



I 

4 
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.K O"^ Party has furthermore 185 representatives 
the Parliaments of the Federated States. 



state 



Number 
of Deputies 



Number ofj 

Social 

Democratic ' 

Deputies 



Anhalt 

Baden ...... 

Bavaria . , . . ! 

Bremen .... 

Hamburg ■ • . . . 

Hessen ...... 

Uppe , 

Liibeck * ' 

Oldenburg . . . . ' 
Prussia ...... 

Reuss \ , 

Saxony ...... 

Saxe-AItenburg . . \ \ 
Saxe-Coburg . . . . . 

Saxe-Meiningen . \ . 
Saxe-Weimar . . . . ' 

Schaumburg-Lippe 

Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt .' 
Wurttemberg . 



36 


1 


73 


20 


163 


21 


150 


16 


160 


20 


50 


5 


21 


1 


120 


12 


44 


4 


443 


6 


16 


3 


91 


25 


32 


7 


30 


8 


24 


9 


33 


4 


15 


1 


16 


7 


92 


15 



We have no representation yet in the Parliaments 
ot 6 federated states. 

We dealt fully with the activity of the Social^ 
Democratic party In City and Borough Councils \n\ 
our last report. The number of Social-Democratic 
councillors mcreases from year to year. Our Party 
has now 1368 representatives on 300 city councils and 
4789 representatives on 1779 rural district councils. 
We have furthermore 115 aldermen in 38 cities and 159 
m 93 rural districts. 
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5, Feminist Movement. 

I he Party keeps a "social-democratic woman's 
Imimmu" which is to carry on a special propaganda 
Mii..ii;» the proletarian women. The adress of this 
Hiuraii is the following: Ottilie Baader, Berlin SW. 68, 
I iHiU'ustr. 3. The Women's Bureau circulates weekly 
M lull's on the Feminist Movement to all papers of the 
I'litv. Special leaflets and pamphlets, with the objects 
mI .(KJal democracy and with criticisms on the political 
Mriits of the day, are published for the women and - 
I'lit. of the working classes. Female speakers for 

|irt iai propaganda tours are provided for the various 
-.('.uiisations of the party. As a result of this activity 
tilt number of female members in our political organi- 

iiinii has increased in 1909 by 32 801. They number 
miw 62 259. Special women's reading clubs have been 
Mi|"_.mised in a great number of cities with the aim of 
|H(.vi(ling for a better training of our female comrades. 
III.' (Mgan of the socialist women is "Die Gleichheit" 
il "I'l'ihty) which had in 1909, 77 000 regular subscribers. 
Ilir women's bureau gives great attention to the 
• t.ihlishment of Committees for the Protection of 
i hililren. They are composed of women and men of 
iIm- working classes, organised at the instance of our 
I'liicui and the trade unions. These committees provide 
liM the enforcement of legal regulations relating to the 
I'MtU'Ltion of children. 



Juvenile Movement. 

Up till 1908 we had two central organisations of 
\itimg people, one for Northern Germany and one for 
icrn Germany. Our new Association law has a 
IV leactionary clause on this matter, this clause 
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sations therefore havf disS^^ved whl/ '"''' °''^''"' 
^""P-^- -oca, soc..es onintt'^^ .^ 

during the fa t few y " r^ '""""^ "^°-- " 
and exhaustively deal lih^" "°"^'''''' *''^'-«"«"'y ' 
national congrL j m "^'f ''"''*'°"- O"-" Parly '«. 

following :rn\ti;rdtT£S ""^ '""' 

^^aiu [o tne juvenile rnovemeiil, 
The encouragement of the cnlurr^ ^f 
and female workers is ^ 'I'V ^"^ ^^""- "''''^' 

s-.^e for e.an -patLVt^ wSrrJaS ''" '"«' 

satiois'^r d°o":'„Ts f '^" H**^^ ^"'■"■^'^'' -2-"- 

working classes eeduceSirt'hr'*-''/ T'' '^ "" 
ideas. eaucated in the spirit of proletarian 

Arrani.en?rL"slf,:r3:tir ''■■'"'" "' ^''""'' 
sports, recreations and M ^^^ °""P^"°"s, also 
provided for ^-^radeship should also he 

Ioca%"Thev°"shon,? ''°"" "^ ^PP^^'^" '" every 

•oca. L,;':ySorr thi rr uT"^^ °' '^ 

and of the youn? male anri f! . '°" ™""'^'''' 

delegation must incLt at lea o! T^'''- ^'"'^ 
M ^ , ^^^ ^"^ fema e comrade 
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I his congress charges the Party's executive with 
piihlication of a special organ for the education of 

111' \'()Lith of the working classes. 

The defence of interests on the economic field and 
iIm- ilccision in political matters remains solely the task 
ni I he trade union and political organisations. 

Declaration. 

II is to be understood from this resolution that 
iioihing should stand in the way of local unpolitical 
• Mi'iiiisations of the youth who manage their own affairs 
uiih the cooperation of adults. 

The trade unions passed a similar resolution at 
"Im II congress at Hamburg which had taken place a 
liiilf earlier. The juvenile movement in the Germany 
"I lo day has become an important part of o-ur political 
mil trade union movement. Both the party and trade 
iiinons work in unison on this field. 

A centre for the working youth of Germany, 
I HI Nil SW. 68, Lindenstrasse 69, has been established 
In ensure the execution of the abowe decisions. The 
r.iiiy^s executive, the general commission of the trade 
unions and the juveniles are represented each by four 
• Iclt'^ates on this central body. Every group must 
-li'lej^rate at least one female member for this purpose. 

Committees for the juveniles are in existence in 
UO localities consisting equally of representatives of 
Hie Party, the trade unions and the juveniles. Their 
.It tivity circulates within the limits of the decisions of 
ihf! Nuremburg congress. Special guides for the 
various branches of activity for these committees have 
luHMi issued by the Berlin centre, which also furnishes 
.ill sorts of propaganda material, chiefly leaflets. The 
liK.il committees of the centre are in constant relation 
In each other. A conference of these local committees 
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for the juveniles has recently taken place, wht 
129 delegates from all parts of the Empire wei 
present. This conference has outlined the programi 
for future work. 

The "Arbeiter-Jugend" (the working youth) till 
special organ published by the Berlin centre every 
fortnight has 16 pages. This new paper has met wilh 
a good reception among the juveniles. The number 

t .rnl""' ''""■'^''' continually. It numbers mo,« 

than 40 000 regular subscribers at the present timo, 

The costs of this juvenile movement are borne hy 

both the Party and the trade unions together Tli» 

InoL"'"'?'' °^ *' ^''■''■" '^"'^^ ^-"O""! to about 
^0 000 marks up till now. 



7. Press and Literature. 

The number of social-democratic dailies has ind 
creased in Germany from 65 to 74, since the Inter 
national Socialist Congress at Stuttgart. They ar« 
printed in 56 printing offices owned by the f^arty The 
number of regular subscribers of these social-democrati* 

rrr.o/' t'""" ^^^^ *° '^O'^ "■'^^" f'-O"^ 837 790 t^ 
041 498. This does not include our monthlies and 
the Neue Zeif. The income from subscriptionJ 
amounted to 6 706 151 marks in 1909 and the incomJ 
through advertisements was 4 363 761 marks. It mus( 
be mentioned, however, that the economic depressior 
resulted ,n a decline of the amount of subscriptions 
Our Illustrated paper "Die Neue Welt" is added t<p 
the Sunday editions of some of our dailies. Its weekly^ 
circulation is 475 000. The two humourous papers of 
the Party, the "Wahre Jacob" and the "Postilion" 
have a combined circulation of 250 000. The party's 



- 39 — 

. H iiiific organ, the "Neue Zeit" is now published in 
,1 .'Slh year. Its circulation is 8500 copies wekly. A 
|M . i.il propaganda paper for women "Die Gleichheit" 
, published fortnightly, by the Party. "Die Gleichheit" 
I, J in 1909 a circulation of 37 000. The "Kommunale 
l'i.i\is" has been published since the last then years 
, .1 review for municipal socialism and politics, in 
niilir to adequately equip the socialist councillors for 

II many-sided activities. The circulation of this 

|..,inr is 2700 copies. The speakers of our Party, 
iiirnii)ers of Parliament and editors of our papers, 
,r, nve free of charge the "Social-Democratische Partei- 
i , Hiespondenz" ("Correspondence Circular of the Social- 
Ihinocratic Party") which collects all documents that 
Muy be important for propaganda purposes and' which 
liMliiermore refutes briefly the attacks of dissenting 
n,|;anisations and papers. This fortnightly paper has 
.1 lirculation of 3000 copies. 

Leaflets and pamphlets are issued annually in large 
numbers by the Party's executive and the district and 
I.kmI organisations. Favourite means of propaganda 
111 many districts are also agricultural almanacs. They 
.lie distributed broadcast free of charge. The turnover 
ol the bookselling department of the „Vorwarts" has 
been 522 082 marks in 1906-7; 563 737 marks in 
l')()7-8 and 511 727 marks in 1908—9. The publishmg 
(iffice of J. H. W. Dietz successor at Stuttgart, which 
is also owned by the Party and whxh bestows special 
c are on the publication of theoretical Socialist books, 
I, as in the year of report published the 50th volume 
of the „lnternational Library". 

The „Social-Democratic Press Agency" has been 
established since July 15th, 1908. This agency furnishes 
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press and a snerf;,! n., t,ircu]ated daily to oul 

press agency .mounH t„ 4,lnnn ''°*" o' '™ 

are in sound finanri^^i ^^ ■. ^ ^^'^ P^P^^s ad 

of a foreign news se v ke c oIlH 'T'''''' "^^^"'^^*'°" 

8. The Party's School. , 

l"e social democratic nnrtu r.f r- 1 

ai'tumn, 1906, established in Mp^r ° '™'"-^ '^^^^ '" 
school. taonshed in Bedin a permanent Party 

were'atte'ni^d'^b; 2^' 3??,'^^^^'' ^''^ -*'« -ch, 

for this school afe propose/b: t'h?H- J'' "'"''''''' 
federations from the^V nn . ^ / ''"^'■"^* "^ "^tional 
comrades who are tivev ^ ^ ""^'^ ^"'^ f^-ale 
Their apphcations are ; J ^'^"^ '°'' ''"' '^-^^■ 
whereupon these to IT./TJ''' ''""'' "' ^^^^^^ers 

-'ected by the LI t/ te": ad^ nl^ ^f°°' ^- 
sent several students to thp iLf / "'°"-' ''^^^ ^Iso 

in accordance with n agre^^^;----^ '^<^^"^^^- 
at between the Party anf STet L ,lnT 'rlT'"'' 
have been specially adapted for th. '■°°'"' 

school. The number of lectures in . ''"''^"' °^ *''^ 

t"' jj^.- --r "?^'' --- 
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'i'MM all everyday cares, and also from all propaganda 
^^••ik for the party or trade union, to devote 6 months 
i""rly to the study of social problems. The student 
' lo get in the first instance a thoroughly theoretical 
* liooling. The educational subjects treated of are as 
I' allows: Political Economy, Sociology, German History 
(Modern), History of Socialism, Workers' Right, Penal 
• <»dc, Civil Law, Natural Science, Municipal Politics, 
\H of Composition, Oratory, Technics of Journalism! 
The material cost of this school, the salaries of 
''•'Hirers, and the cost of keeping the students during 
ilH'ir stay at Berlin are paid from the central funds of 
'•'" Party. The families of the students receive spe- 
'i.il grants during the absence of their wageearner 
horn their district organisation. This can easily be 
home also by poorer districts, because they get regular 
I'hsidies from the central fund. These courses or 
I'vliires have afforded for the first terms a total outlay 
hoMi our central funds to the amount of 203 900 marks. 



9. Education. 

The national congress of the Party at Mannheim 
""iiu'nated an educational rommittee, consisting of seven 
'«i*'inbers. This committee gives advice and help to all 
• Mv-misations of our party and provides suitable in- 
■iiuctors for scientific lectures and courses, as well as 
.mists for good entertainments. Local educational 
"Huinittees have been formed in all larger cities of 
fhi' Empire. They are composed of representatives of 
ihr local Party organisations and of the trade union 
councils. In some parts of the country they have 
loimed special district federations. The central edu- 
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cational committee provides travelling speakers for 
lectures and courses of lectures dealing with scientific 
questions, especially the ''stages of development of the 
economic history" and also ''Marx' Economic Teachings". 
One of the new travelling lecturers deals especially 
with questions of natural science and the history of 
culture. These courses generally extend to four weeks. 
They are usually held in three neighbouring cities at 
the same time, there being eight lectures in each city 
The lectures are usually attended by 250 to 300 male 
and female comrades, whilst from 30 to 40 are usually 
enrolled for the courses of lectures. In 1908^9, for ' 
instance, 57 larger cities and 144 smaller towns have * 
profited from these courses of lectures. 19 instruction 
and 38 lecture courses have been organised in the same 
year. They were attended by 8969 comrades including 
666 women. The educational committee published 
furthermore guides for artistic entertainment in the 
form of regular winter programmes, also introductions 
to dramatic, operatic and musical works. It is proposed 
hereby to facilitate the appreciation of performances 
that are especially organised for the working classes. 
The same committee has also issued a model catalogue 
for libraries giving as the basis of a library a set of 
books to the value of ten marks. The catalogue gives 
supplementary lists of books, the value of the suggested 
libraries increasing from ten to 25, 50. 100 up to 500 
marks. Another publication of the educational committee 
IS an illustrated catalogue of artistic wall-decorations 
in which special attention is drawn to comparatively 
cheap but first-class lithographic designs of well-known 
artists. Regularly and shortly before Christmas a 
catalogue of recommended juvenile literature is for- 
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vv.irded to all organisations. The last year's catalogue 
HI Jiided 184 selected books for presents to the children 
"I the proletariat. This list of books has then been 
ii'|)rinted or reproduced by nearly all our political and 
ii.ule union papers. In larger towns it has become 
ilif custom to organise shortly before Christmas an 
'xhibition of recommendable juvenile literature. The 
•••iiicational work has thus in a short period of time 
I'CLome a comprehensive branch of the activities of 
iln' social democratic party. 



10. The Social Democratic Party and the 
Trade Unions. 

A separate report of the German trade unions has 
Inrn submitted to congress. The negotiations with 
locally- organised trade unionists on the question of 
Micir amalgamation with the centra! federations, of 
which we made mention in our last report, have 
ii'sulted in about 5000 locally organised comrades 
loining the central federations. The others remained 
iti the localist societies, adopting entirely the principles 
of an anarcho-socialist syndicalism. This group is 
small, however, and of no importance at all in the 
political and economic movement. 

The national congress of our Party at Nuremburg 
(1908) passed the following resolution in connection 
with this matter : 

"This congress welcomes the amalgamations of local 
societies with the central federations of trade unions 
that have been brought about by negotiations. 

Those societies, who, in spite of these negotiations, 
have remained in the field of the free association of 
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12. The Co-operative movement. 

Co-operative societies cannot affiliate to a political 
party on account of legal restrictions. The German 
proletariat, however, has given its attention to the 
politically neutral workers' co-operative societies. 
The workers have taken a keen interest in the work 
of these co-operative societies which are politically 
neutral. The enormous rise in the cost of living and 
of all articles of daily use has been caused by our 
protective policy. New indirect taxes indeed compelled 
the working classes to try and obtain the benefits of 
co-operation. It is about ten years that the workers, 
for this very reason, organised special propaganda on 
a large and general scale in order to induce their 
fellow-workers to join the co-operative societies en 
masse. The middle class and liberal leaders of the 
"General Federation of German co-operative asso- 
ciations" thereupon committed a veritable coup d'etat 
at their congress at Kreuznach (1902); they expelled 
99 societies from the federation. The expelled societies 
organised a new movement and at their meeting at 
Dresden on May 17th and 18*^, 1903, established a 
central federation of German co-operative societies. 
The members of our Party are on friendly terms with 
the last-named central federation. 

The Year Book of the Central Federation of German 
co-operative societies (T^h edition, 1909) gives the 
following statistical details of the actual state of the 
co-operative movement: 
Number of affiliated societies ...... 1 068 

Number of societies reporting 1 060 

Membership 949 744 

Number of shops 2 829 

Number of persons employed 14 910 
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\ lal turnover Mk. 349 728 334 

\mounl of articles produced by the 

illiliated societies „ 44 482 900 

llrin-lits „ 21102 782 

36 457 971 
8 308 435 
48 500 087 
32 467 578 
51 315 909 



I 



iiivriiiory and Machines ..... 
r.nnk value of land and house property 

• jpital of the societies 

I'mi rowed capital 

rhe question of tariff agreements between co- 
M|u'i;itive societies and trade unions has been discussed 
(11 1908, at the Co-operative Congress at Eisenach, as 
u.ll as at the National Trade Union Congress at 
ll.imburg. Tariff agreements have been concluded with 
ilu' federation of bakers and with the transport workers' 
l.tlcration. A permanent tariff board, consisting of 
II picsentatives of trade unions and co-operative societies, 
li,r. been established for the purpose of settling any 
(hllcicnces that might arise. 



13. Other forms of organisation. 

The various co-operative societies of the workers, 
'.<) called free subsidiary insurance funds of the workers 
.tiul so forth, have in Germany no relations with political 
(r.itties, on account of legal restrictions. 
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Report of the German Qeneral- 
Commission of Trade Unions on tht 
Trade Union Movement in Germany^ 

We shall be pleased to act according to the de-, 
sire of the International Socialist Bureau and give a 
brief statement of facts, for a complete review of the i 
trade union movement is annually prepared by thoi 
international secretary of the national trade union centres. , 

We have in previous reports, dwelt upon the his-' 
tory, dei^elopment and various forms of the Germani 
trade union organisations. It may therefore suffice toi 
briefly describe the development of the trade union! 
movement in Germany, since the last International 
Congress at Stuttgart (1907). 



„Free** Trade Unions. 

The trade unions have extremely suffered during^ 
the last few years of industrial depression. This de- 
pression has^by far exceeded any previous crisis of a 
financial nature and these times have imposed heavy 
burdens on the funds of our trade unions. They had 
to make all possible financial sacrifices, in order to alle- 
viate the prevailing distress and want among their 
members to, at least, some extent. In 1907, the cen- 
tral federations reported still an increase in their 
average membership of 175 797 (as against 344 906 
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Ml t'M)r»), whilst they sustained a lost of 75 183 members 
.1(1 lo the end of 1908. The ai^^r^^^ number of inem- 
Im I . has been reduced by 33 775 in 1908. The lowest 
. M> n\ the last industrial depression has been crossed 
ii ihr end of 1908, and a small improvement on the 
I tl'nm market, a decline in the number of unemployed, 
i.i . jMadually been felt in 1909. This somewhat im- 
i.Mivfd state of affairs enabled our central federations 
I., ircover the loss in numbers of the previous year. 
11m lotal membership, which amounted to 1797 963 
.1 ilic end of 1908, increased to 1 892 568 up to the 
nu\ (»f 1909. This is a net increase of 94 605 mem- 
Imi., which goes to prove that the trade unions have 
tiiilv well overcome the desastrous crisis. This result 
I <mly due, however, to the inner consolidation of 

• •III nrganisations, to the extension and efficiency of 
ilii II lienefit and insurance schemes and, last not least, 
It I ilieir energetic methods in times of dispute. 

The number of central federations affiliated with the 

• iriirral Commission of Trade Unions has dropped, 
iiMiii 1906 to 1909, from 66 to 57, on account of the 
.Mii.il^amation of various unions, who now form large 
Industrial organisations, some of our trade societies 
(i lined big industrial federations that cater for all the 
Winkers in their particular industry, A federation of 
ilniiicstic servants (male and female) and a federation 

• •I .liMicultural workers, foresters and workers employed 
in vineyards, have been formed recently but, they 
iH- not yet included in our statistics, because, they are 
tiiily in existence since last year. 

The following statistical statetement gives a re- 
view of the development of the "free" or independent 
liilci ations, their numerical growth, finances and so forth. 
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Ihe improved financial position of the free federa- 
ii"[t . is due to the continually rising amount of members^ 
iil'.criptions. The affiliated federations report: 





On the 


average per 


member 


Year 


Annual 


Annual 


Funds 




income 


expenditure 




Mk. 


Mk. 


Mk. 


1891 


6,68 


9,62 


2,56 


1895 


11,53 


9,86 


6,96 


1900 


13,89 


11,89 


11,38 


1905 


20,68 


18,61 


14,60 


1907 


27,55 


23,12 


17,82 


1908 


26,50 


22,96 


22,30 


1909 


27,57 


25,24 


23,73 



The most important expenditures are, as will be 

<'<'M from the above list, those for unemployed and 

kK benefit, apart from strike-pay. The next tabulated 

i.ikMnent (see page 52) has been prepared to show 

ilir effects of the crisis on the trade unions, and the 

•tmoimt annually spent for benefits, since 1891. 

The total expenditure for benefits amounted to 
''.^.3 270 Mk. in 1906, 21445 030 Mk. in 1908, 
" 1S9 130 Mk. in 1909. 

The German trade unions cannot do so much in 
ihf way of sick and superannuation benefit as the 
l^jlish trade unions, because provision has been made 
III (lermany for a national and compulsory scheme of 
workers' insurance to which we referred more fully 
Ml our report to the International Congress at Stutt- 
gart. Our unions have all the same established these 
benefit funds, chiefly on account of the insufficient 
hiMicfits paid by the national and compulsory funds. 
Hiiis the benefits paid by the trade unions constitute 
<i sort of supplementary benefit, to which much attention 
IS ^iven by the workers. 

4* 
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Super- 
annuation 
benefit 



Burial money, 
removal allo- 
wance, and 
other benefits 



I Total 



P Official journal 



All benefits. 
5 including cost 
?r of 

official journal 



Strike pay 



The expenditure for educational purposes, apart 
iioin the cost of the official journals — every fede- 
...hoiis has an official journal, mostly weekly, which 
I . .li'livered free of charge to every member — i. e. 
l.H libraries, lectures, educational courses etc., were: 
... 1<M)7, 319 783Mk.; in 1908, 238 524 Mk.; in 1909, 
I l//59Mk. The amount available for these purposes, 
(iiilorlunately, had to be limited during the last years, 
nu account of the increased cost of benefits. 

The General Commission publishes its own weekly 

tuniiial, the „Correspondenzblatf' , which is circulated 

hic of charge to all active trade unionists, committee 

niriiibers etc. This paper has a weekly circulation of 

•/ {){){) copies. 

Special courses of lectures for Trade Unionists 
h.ivr been organised since 1906, by the General 
I (umnission of trade unions, in pursuance of a reso- 
liiiion passed by the trade union congress at Cologne 
(1<M)S). These courses of lectures have since become 
M permanent institution. They now extend to a term 
(A six weeks for each course of lectures, whilst those 
Inking part are entirely free from all other work 
(luring this time, in order to be able to bestow the 
whole of their time and energies to their own edu- 
..ilion and further development. 

The following subjects are dealt with by the 
various lecturers: History and theory of the German 
Itade union movement, dissenting trade unions in 
Germany, trade union movement in other countries, 
workers' insurance, protection of workers, labour con- 
liacts, political economy, statistics, employers' combines, 
h.mks and matters financial, and trade union literature. 
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The number of students is limited to 72 for eac( 
course, of which 15 have been organised sine 
August 1906, and altogether 917 male and f email 
comrades took part. 



Wages movements, strikes and lock-outs. 

The unfavorable influence of the industrial depression • 
and crises has simultaneously reduced the number ol , 
industrial battles, as is clearly shown by the statistics ^ 
of the General Commission. These statistics are baseil 
upon the annual reports of the affiliated central fede- 
rations. In 1908, 4 474 039 Mk. were spent on strikes 
and lock-outs, as against 12 364 082 Mk. in 1907 Tli 
year 1909 has not been included, the statistical 'stat 
ment for this year having not yet been completed , 
tabulated statement has been prepared on the extensio 
and results of strikes and lock-outs covering the perio 
1890-1908 (page 55). ^ H u 

In 1906, our unions reported 2045 offensive strikes 
with 183 756 strikers, whilst the number of offensive 
strikes was only 1635 in 1907, embracing 142 944 
workers, whilst this number dropped to 678 strikes 
with 30 187 workers taking part, in the year 1908. 
This shows a reduction of 957 offensive strikes or 
58,5 <Vo during the last year under review. The emi 
ployers on their part, however, increased their activity, 
trymg to force the workers to accept more unfavorable' 
labor conditions. The number of defensive strikes has 
therefore increased, they numbered 834 in 1907, and 
1117 in 1908. The increase during the latter ' year 
thus amounts to 283 strikes or 39,9 %. The statistical 
statement on page 56 shows the development and result 
of these strikes. 
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Number of 



J4 



Full success 



strikes 









strikers 



C I Q. 



Compromise 
strikes stril< 



The lock-outs from 1900 to 1908. 
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1000 
1901 
1902 
1 903 
1904 
1 905 
190B 
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1908 



514 
29J 

289 

vm 

88() 

201 

2045 

1 635 

078 



I 86786 

I 2276 

82659 

o37(>3 

81427 

333238 

183756 

142944 

30187 



Offensive strikes. 
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109 
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281 
509 
722 
1121 
830 



46, J 
87,4 
42,4 
46,(J 

57,4 
57,9|' 
55,7 1 
51,71 



3t2|46,0 



27350131,5 

64871 28,5 
801ll21,5 
17042' 50, 3 
;-5788246,5 
47473 14,2 
91693|49,9 
51344,35,9 
1084:ii'35,9 



Tot.|8209'967523|4238|'51,7||298l34!30,8 



161131,3 

9231,6 

7125,7 
15425,5 
213 24,0 1 
307'24,6 
538 26,7 
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29,4 

25,8 



1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 



792 
401 

516 

597 
627 ! 
809! 
10141 

834 1 

m7, 

6207 



14295 
17301 
16263 
22067 
23128 
30679 
38930 
33348 
36120 



Defensive strikes 

122'41,7| 4670i32,7 

149!37,1| 4886^28,2 

225 43,6| 6412139,4 

810 51,81 9929' 45,0 

837 53,7 129981 5(),2 

445|56,9 187Ui61,0 

575,57,7 .18187' 46,7 

412|51,6 16455'49,3 

125i47,0 16 185,' 44,8 



2183]26,6 



4B;i4Ji 
70|17,5I 
76|14,7l 
73|12,2 
82|13,1 
102113,1 
120ll2,0 
106|13,3 
139|l2,4 



38088j38,l 
7241 3 1, H 
17556 53,7 
22379,4 1,0 
24428|3,04J 
48381, 14,j 
62??74,33,i 
5300637,1 
9813'82,al 



|278266|28,;5 



13501 9i 
4618|20J 
3835I23,( 

2485,1 1: ^ 
3774 16,3 
5481 1 17,8 
5788|14,0 
5466 
(i808 



16,4 
18,9 



81lll3,l|l 4i405|l7,H 



Tot. |6207 1 232131 |3100i49,9|| 108433146,7 

The number of lock-outs has simuiteaneouslv 
dechned m about the same proportion. Lock-outs 
were declared by the employers as follows: In 1908 
257 lock-outs with 60 576 workers involved; in 190?' 
323 lock-outs and 104 738 workers involved The 
number of lock-outs has consequently declined by 
66 or 20,4 %, whilst 44 162 workers or 42 2 «/ 
were less engaged in the last year's lock-outs.' The 
ock-outs and their results have been compiled in the 
followmg table; 
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34,8' 24,0: 2(>,0 
20,0| 26,0| 37,1 
14,3' 14,3| 44,4 
39,0| 15,8 29,3 
37,2 25,5 1 37,2 
21,5! 51,5^23,4 
33,7125.6,27,8 
29,4 1 33,7' 28,2 
21,01 32,71 39,7] 
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|27,8|30,8'a),8| - 



* 600493 

* 283576 

* 308023 

* 1798801 
1870647 
4193250 
5315079 
6J 47079 
1823675 



22340623 



440| 488|473| 

The lasting depression and consequent large unem- 
l.lnvincnt necessarily reduced the chances of success 
I., I all industrial movements of the workers. This should, 
liMwever, in no way give rise to the supposition that the 
.lluacy of the trade union movement really suffers 
„, limes of bad trade. During such periods of distress 
ihr unions find themselves somewhat on the defence, 
ii being their chief aim then to prevent the deterioration 
n\ conditions obtained in previous and more favorable 
prriods. This has indeed been achieved — apart from 
^ny few exceptions — to a very great extent, by the 
( .rrman trade unions. More than that, it has even 
h.-LMi possible in 1908, when the depression was at its 
hi-ight, to obtain, by means of negociat^ons or strikes, 
.1 reduction of hours for 59 324 workers, amounting to 
is.nsi hours per week, and a weekly advance in wages 
.,1 ,^65 923 Mk. for 236 641 workers. Various other 
improvements of their working conditions have been 
|.i()cured for 175 687 workers. 

Also- 1^ lock-outs on the first of may. - 12 lock-outs on the 
luNl of may. * The bricklayers are not includeU. 
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The Trades Unions Councils and Workers' 
Secretariats. 

The German trades unions' councils are local unions ol 
branches of the central federations and of those societiei 
for whom no central federation exists. Among the specini 
objects of the trades councils are: to carry on trad, 
union propaganda in unorganised trades; to make th« 
necessary preparations for the elections of workinii. 
men representatives to the various boards of the n«. 
tional insurance funds, arbitration courts etc.; provide 
and maintain lodging houses for travelMng trade union 
ists, libraries etc. The organisation of collections on 
a large scale is also incumbent upon the trades coun 
cils, If these collections, in the case of great strikes 
or lock-outs, have been ordered by the General Com 
mission. All moneys received are forwarded to tliu 
General Commission for distribution at their own di.s 
cretion. The number of trades councils at the and o( 
1909, amounted to 6.54, of whom 64 had a trades 
umon building of their own. 34 owned also the ground 
on which their house is built. 30 councils have 
only rented buildings. 48 councils have their own 
meeting rooms, 28 have lodging houses under their 
own management, 303 councils have the control and 
supervision of private lodging houses for their special 
purposes. A central employment agency is carried on 
by SIX councils, a common library by 464, a separate 
readmg-room by 54. Educational efforts are stimu- 
lated by special commissions on education which have 
been nominated by 272 trades councils, whilst 284 
councils created special juvenile commissions, to carry 
on educational and propaganda work among the work- 
ing youth. Legal aid offices have been created by 
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, , • irades councils, they gave free legal advice in 
u>"(, cases. Permanent workers' secretariats are 
,„ „„uined by 88 councils. These workers' secretariats 
,„u tree legal advice and help to unionists and non- 
,„„„Mists alike, they prepare the necessary documents 
„„l undertake also to personally appear in the courts 
,„ , ,,ses relating to the workers' insurance scheme, 
,,l„,„r contracts and so forth. The number of these 
,..„.,ariats has increased from 83 in 1906, to 112 in 
|.Mi'. They are entirely maintained by subscriptions 
„, ..iuanised labour, with the exception of three offices. 
Il„. u.tal income, for the 102 secretariats reporting 

anted to 484 316 Mk. in 1909, ^'hilstlhe.r annual 

,..,„nditure reached the amount of 452037 Mk. The 
,„ ' ..lopment of these institutions will be seen from 

ilu> lollowing: 

The Workers' Secretariats, from 1901 to 1909. 



Year 



1901 

1902 

1908 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 



Number 

of secretariats 

reporting 



29 
32 
36 

48 
67 
83 
96 
.103 
112 



Number 
of visitors 



Number of cases 
dealt with 



167 363 
195 679 
200 575 
226 260 
283 767 
365 132 
419 832 
488 895 
543 304 

The table on page 60 gives a 
• liK'slions dealt with. 

A personal defence of their 
I (, 1,1 is had been undertaken by 
,liouether 5148 cases. A special 



173 548 
197 927 
205 906 
238 540 
295 374 
382 261 
438 213 
515 039 
569 246 

review of the many 

clients before the 
91 secretariats, in 
Course of lectures 
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„„ ,i,cse workers' secretaries has been organised for 
„„ i„si time in 1909, by the General Commission_ 
n„. course lasted for four weeks. The number of 
„„,..„,s had been limited to 25, m order to enab e 
„„ written exercises to be made. Lectures were 
,,, „v..,ed on: workers' insurance (20 lectures); common 
,' ! citizenship (20 lectures); civil law (20 lectures); 
,„;,„„, law (20 lectures); civil suits and the pro- 
.,,.li„^s before arbitration and commerce cou, s 
,r lectures); protection of workers (16 lectures); 
1,1, contracts (24 lectures). 

Dissenting trade union organisations. 

Apart from the central federations affiliated with 

(Leral Commission, we have the follc,w.ng 

„„,„„isations existing in Germany: the trade soc et es 
,I„..1,-Duncker, the christian trade ""'O"^'. ^"^h ! 
.,.,,,,endant and local unions. The *ollowmg able 
,„v>.' a review of their annual mcome, expenditure. 
,. well as of their total worth: 

All trade uni on organisations. 

1909 




annual 1 ^"""^' I ""a" 



Mk. 



Mk. 



I niiial federations 
ilir.« h Dunckertra- 

.!»• '.ocicties . . . 
\ , itnation of chris- 

11,1(1 trade unions 
liHlipcndant chris- 

II. Ml trade unions 
In.lrpcndantand lo- 

. ,il unions . 



18G550G I 18317^1 i 1832C07 50529114 ; 402G4031 UH480H32 
108889 105GB3'l 108028 280G220 234GBao| 4372495 



2743231 2G4519I 270751 
80437 1 B0437 ^ - 
1173251 100081^ 2 — 



4612920 



3843504 



53G5338 



Total . .|2446480'|238240l| - I ^ ^ 
^ Old~figure. ^ Details for 1909 are not yet known. 
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The total membership of the Hirsch-Duncker tradi 
soaeUes dropped in 1907 from 118 508 to lOSHHOl 
and m 1908, to 105633. This is a loss of 9619 and 
3256 members for these two years, although two new 
societies with more than 1300 members affiliated with 
the Hirsch-Duncl<er unions during the latter year. Thi 
actual loss is thus even higher. These unions increased , 

h.'"" "ZA'o '" ^^^'^' ^^ 2^9^' ^^'--tot^' membership 
bemg 108 028 at the end of last year. ' 

The financial returns of the Hirsch-Duncker tradj \ > 
societies include income, expenditure and worth o( 
these societies as well as of special benefit societies. 

T,.","i"" *''"''■ '■"^'"'"'^^- Their combined fund 
were 4 372 495 Mk. in 1909, including 1 677 464 Mk 

1 273 770 Mk. of the death benefit funds. 

The federation of christian trade unions num- 
bered 274 323 members in 1907, whilst in 1906 their J 
average membership had been 27 207 less. Thev re- 
ported 264 519 members in 1908, or a loss of 9804' 
members. Their total membership amounted to 260 767 
the end of 1908, their annual income to 4 612 920 Mk 
their annual expenditure to 3 843 504 Mk., their nro-'i 
perty to 5 365 338 Mk. The total membership of these! 
unions which are affiliated with the christian trade! 
union centre, shows an increase of 62.32 since the pre-' 
yious year. They numbered 270 751 members in 1909 ' 
including, however, two newly affiliated societies • the 
. federation of railway mechanics (8920 members) and 
a federation of waiters (1185 members). The total, 
membership of the christian trade union centre amoun-l 
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I..1 In 280 061 at the end of 1909, including thefede- 

of railway servants of Wurtemberg (1861 mem- 

Imi .). In 1908, six independent christian trade unions 
.ir not affiliated with the christian federation, but 
HI. of these unions have since joined the christian 
niirc, viz.; the federation of railway mechanics and 
ih, kderation of railway servants of Wurtemberg. No 
.1. 1. Ills are to hand as to the position of the other 
iMiif societies. A mutual help association, which has, 
.i|. ID 1908, always been claimed by the christian 
MiMiv, has in 1909 joined a newly formed Polish 
ii.iiional federation. We have actually no information, 
ttluiher the remaining small groups can really be 
Mvled christian trade unions. As a matter of fact, 
ih.y have been omitted, for the first time, in the 
i.i.iiislical reports issued by the christian trade union 
( iiilrc. 

The independant and local unions had, in 1908, 
HMMWI affiliated members, according to the reports 
I.. h:ind, as against 117 325 at the end of the previons 
\vM. The apparent loss of 17 240 members has chiefly 
liiiM sustained by the local unions. 

There ae quite a number of societies of private 
,iiiplo)'es, apart from the above named trade union 
iiii'anisations. In 1908, they numbered 54 federations 
vMili 712 528 affiliated members, or, if those affiliated 
Willi the Hirsch-Duncker group and with the General 
lOinmission are deducted, 49 federations with 678 669 
iiii'inbers. 

The statistical year-book gives the following details 
.1. lo the state of the yellow unions or blackleg 
.(..ielies. They included in 1908, according to the 
viMi-book, 3 local societies with 1015 members, seven 
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trade federations with 13 613 members and 69 shoB 

was 347 tL"^"^ ^''"'■'^ '■^P°^*^'' ^"""^' '■"'^""'« 
^08 871 Mk., and their total assets to 380 574 Mk 

nnmiS"'' ^P'^'' ^^'^ '^'"'y t'"''^'^ ^o induce largjf 

-^ sp^L' nfTh T *° !T*^=^^y^"o- organisations 
'n spite of the fmancial assistance they gave ihJN 
movement, and in spite of the most unfavorable tra , 
conditions dunng 1908. The employers will nev 
succeed to do great and lasting harm to the lab, 

are bound to break to pieces on the well-developpcd 
ciass-conscousness of the German workers. Whaiw 
anticipated in our report for 1907, has indeed been 
.eahsed since: the yellow unions afford a sphere o 
activity only to the very meanest assistants' of ,1? 
employing class, who would never be tolerated within 
the ranks of the German labour movement. 



V V 



IV. 

Austria. 



The Parliamentary Action o! tlie Sociai-Demo- 
cratic Laliour Party in Austria. 

The first elections after the coiniuest of universal and equal 
Milliai?e resulted in the return of 87 Social-Democratic members of 
111.- IJ^eichsrat. At the subsequent by-elections two more seats were 
•Hiiiod, but one of the elected members having, owing to a local dis- 
ptii.', left the party and resigned his seat, the latter was in the foU- 
Huini^r by-election captured by tlie bourgeois parties. There are thus 
III Mm' present moment in the Lower House of the Austrian Reichsrat 
. iv'liiy-eight Social-Democrats, including 52 Germans, 24 Czechs, 6 Poles, 
I llalians and 2 Ruthenians, 

All tlie Social-Democratic members of the House belong to the 

I iiion of Social-Democratic Members of Parliament" which is divided 

into live national sections: the ^'Club" of German Social-Democrats, 

II Club" of Czech Social-Democrats, the "Club" of Polish Social- 

hniiocrats, the group of the Italian Social-Democrats, and the repre- 
.iilntion of the Rutheno-Oukrainian Social-Democracy. In all questions 
ul ;tn economic, social, political and educational nature the internatio- 
11,1 1 Tnion acts as an undivided whole, taking its decisions by a majo- 
Mt\ oi members. As against this the several national groups reserve 
thfir complete autonomy in all national matters. Still even so it has 
liitlMM-to been possible to preserve in important decisions affecting 
ii.ilioiKil questions the unity of the general international Union. 
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At first, under the impression of our great electoral victory, 
bourgeois parties of all nationalities made common cause against 
s Hie representatives of the German, Czech and Polish bourgeois 
iiriies have all entered the Beck Government, and Clericals as well as 
ilM-rals, Industrialists as well as Agrarians, representatives of the large 
.1 |.italist as well as of the lower middle-class parties have all united under 






